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Anthony Franks, left, and Aaron Franks, brothers from Marion, play a game of chess Wednesday at Blade Kings Barbershop 
in Carbondale. Anthony and Aaron, both barbers, opened the shop three years ago. The two said business has declined 
slowly, but surely. “I think all businesses are going down, while tuition is going up,” Anthony Franks said.  He said the 
barbershop has done more advertising this year than before, but still no change. “It has everything to do with the economy 
and tuition prices increasing,” he said.
NICOLE HESTER | DAILY EGYPTIAN
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Declining SIU enrollment numbers 
have some businesses on the Strip 
concerned.
With close to 1,000 fewer students 
than last year on campus, the downtown 
establishments view the decline as a loss of 
potential customers.
Raymond Jones of Blade Kings Barber 
Shop, where 75 percent of the customers 
are students, said he has noticed the a!ect 
on his business.
“I have seen a decrease from last year to 
this year in students coming in,” he said. 
“It’s de"nitely been a lot slower. Students 
still support the business, though.”
More than $850 million of southern 
Illinois economic activity is annually 
contributed by SIU, according to an 
economic impact study published last year.
Jones said he is concerned the declining 
enrollment trend may continue and result in 
less money for his store and others.
“#at’s going to a!ect my business a lot,” 
he said. “I’m de"nitely concerned.”
Doug McDonald, owner of Phoenix 
Cycles, said he has seen a gradual decline of 
students for 30 years.
“We’ve been here 30 years and we’ve 
kind of watched enrollment go up, and 
now it’s going back down again,” he said. 
“Less people in town means less business 
for the shops.”
McDonald said the bicycle repair service 
his store o!ers, which is comprised mainly 
of student customers, is down compared to 
previous years.
He said his business survives because it 
draws from a larger community than just 
Carbondale.
“We are very fortunate that we just don’t 
rely on SIU students,” McDonald said. “We 
have customers from Marion, DuQuoin 
and many other towns in the area.”
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Although the university raised many student 
fees last spring, the Undergraduate Student 
Government has received a proposal to increase 
one speci"c fee that was not.
Donald Castle, Student Center programs 
director, went in front of the USG Tuesday night 
with a proposal to increase the student activity 
fee from $37.40 to $46. #e proposal would 
increase the fee by creating of a separate Student 
Programming Portion to the student activity fee. 
#e student activity fee has not been raised since 
2002, Castle said, but tuition and other fees were 
raised in May by the SIU Board of Trustees.
Castle said the proposal would address several 
issues and allow for improvements. He said the 
fee increase would ensure there is enough money 
for student programming events and for more 
large-scale and inclusive events. It would also 
go toward increasing student satisfaction in the 
quality and quantity of events o!ered as well 
as allowing more students to be successful in 
planning and executing programs.
“We want our students to be able to stay right 
here on their campus and enjoy events and not 
have to travel to SIUE or SEMO to get the things 
their campus should have,” Castle said.
#e additional money from the fees would also 
go toward homecoming events, student and family 
events, outdoor festivals and events, late night 
programs, and special events, he said. It would 
also go to student-operated electronic media such 
as SIU radio stations and equipment for RSOs, 
marketing, visual arts and administration and 
operational expenses.
All expenses combined would total $259, 500 
to be fully successful, Castle said.
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Several campus personnel familiar 
with the Foundry, a two-building 
SIUC art and design complex, say the 
building is due for some renovations.
Although some safety concerns have 
been addressed within the building, 
issues remain, including holes in a 
wall, a brown recluse spider problem, 
leaking faucets and crumbling 
insolation, said Jerry Monteith, head of 
Graduate Studies for Art and Design.
After the St. Louis Pulitzer 
Building’s construction in 2001, the 
university was o!ered an auxiliary 
structure used during construction as a 
potential replacement for the Foundry, 
Monteith said. However, the university 
declined because of the extensive 
process it would require to move the 
structure to Carbondale, he said.
Monteith said prospective students 
are sometimes turned o! by the 
Foundry’s condition.
Because of the building’s close 
proximity to #ompson Woods, 
the structure has a history of animal 
infestations, Monteith said.
A groundhog once burrowed its way 
underneath the Foundry, he said, and it 
created a hole in one of the work areas.
“I stepped over on the ground 
around the hole, and my foot went 
down (into the hole) to above my 
ankle,” Monteith said.
Signs around the building warn 
students to be cautious of brown 
recluse spiders, which Monteith said 
have been spotted within the foundry 
on a regular basis.
During the 2001 construction of 
the Dorothy Morris statue, located in 
the Dorothy Morris Gardens behind 
Faner Hall, the university used 
some of the statue’s grant funding 
to install air conditioning in one 
area of the Foundry. However, the 
rest of the building remains without 
a cooling system. Monteith said 
because of perforations in the one 
air-conditioned room, students often 
cannot cool o! unless they stand 
directly underneath the system.
#e summer can be an especially 
hard time in the Foundry, Moneith 
said. While working there this summer, 
he said he had to change clothes every 
hour from excessive sweat. He said 
working outside could be a solution.
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One of the many signs at the Foundry Complex warns students of brown 
recluse spiders. Jerry Monteith, head of Graduate Studies for Art and 
Design, said the venomous spiders are spotted regularly. He said the 
building has some issues that need addressed. 
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Picketers protest SIU recruiting by the CIA and FBI Thursday in front of the Student Center.
CHUCK FISHMAN | DAILY EGYPTIAN
About Us
!e Daily Egyptian is published by the students of Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale 50 weeks per year, with an average daily circulation 
of 15,000. Fall and spring semester editions run Monday through Friday. 
Summer editions run Tuesday through !ursday. All intersession editions 
will run on Wednesdays. Free copies are distributed in the Carbondale and 
Carterville communities. !e Daily Egyptian online publication can be 
found at www.dailyegyptian.com.
Publishing Information
!e Daily Egyptian is published by the students of Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale and functions as a laboratory for the department of 
journalism in exchange for the room and utilities in the Communications 
Building. !e Daily Egyptian is a non-pro*t organization that survives 
solely o+ of its advertising revenue. !e Daily Egyptian receives no student 
fees or university funding. O,ces are in the Communications Building, 
Room  1259, at Southern Illinois University Carbondale, Carbondale, Ill., 
62901. Bill Freivogel, *scal o,cer.
Copyright Information
© 2012 Daily Egyptian. All rights reserved. All content is property of 
the Daily Egyptian and may not be reproduced or transmitted without 
consent. !e Daily Egyptian is a member of the Illinois College Press 
Association, Associated Collegiate Press and College Media Advisers Inc. 
and the College Business and Advertising Managers Inc.
Mission Statement
!e Daily Egyptian, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news; 
information, commentary and public discourse, while helping readers 
understand the issues a+ecting their lives.
Reaching Us 
Phone: (618) 536-3311
Fax: (618) 453-3248
Email: editor@dailyegyptian.com
Editor-in-Chief:
Tara Kulash ........................  ext. 252
Managing Editor:
Lauraann Wood  ...............  ext. 252
Campus Editor:
Lauren Duncan .................. ext. 255
Sports Editor:
Sarah Schneider .................  ext. 256
Pulse Editor: 
Brendan Smith ...................  ext. 261
Opinion Editor:
Brendan Smith ...................  ext. 261
Photo Editor:
Chris Zoeller ......................  ext. 251
Web Desk:  
Benjamin Bayli! ................  ext. 257
Advertising Manager: 
Lisa Cole .............................  ext. 237
Business O!ce:
Chris Dorris .......................  ext. 223
Ad Production Manager:
Matt Weidenbenner  ........  ext. 244
Business & Ad Director:
Jerry Bush ...........................  ext. 229
Faculty Managing Editor:
Eric Fidler  ..........................  ext. 247
Printshop Superintendent:
Blake Mulholland  .............  ext. 241
?????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????
!e "rst CarbondALE Microbrew 
and Music Fest will kick o# family 
weekend Saturday at Hangar 9.
!e beer-inspired bash was created 
by Leah Stover, Carbondale Main Street 
lead event coordinator, as a way to 
promote the area’s growing microbrew 
and craft brew industry.
Stover said only independent 
breweries were invited to the event, 
including Crown Valley Brewing, 
Big Muddy Brewing, Von Jakob, 
Schla$y and 4 Hands Brewing 
Co., because of their popularity in 
southern Illinois.
“We got (Schla$y) to be the main 
craft brew sponsor because for St. Louis, 
where Budweiser is out of, they’ve 
become huge,” Stover said. “Schla$y has 
taken the Midwest by storm.”
Beer tasting will take place from 
3 to 5 p.m., and music will begin 
immediately after until 10 p.m.
!e three bands at the festival are 
local acts Sam West and Andy Novara, 
!e Mudsills and Whistle Pigs.
Mayor Joel Fritzler is set to tap a 
"rkin — a gravity controlled keg — so 
there will be plenty of brew left for the 
remainder of the festival.
“We decided that he would be the 
best person to tap the "rkin,” Stover 
said. “He basically goes up, and you 
kind of just hit it and beer just comes 
pouring out.”
She said Fritzler was an easy choice 
because he’s a face everybody can 
recognize, and the point of the event is 
to bring people together from all parts 
of the city.
Fritzler said he needs to prepare for 
the event because he wouldn’t want 
anything to go wrong.
“I’m looking forward to it,” he said. 
“I need to get my mallet out and start 
practicing because you really need to 
make sure you hit the tap square into 
the keg. Otherwise, you’ll spray a lot of 
beer around.”
Other activities include a washer and 
bags tournament with a prize, a photo 
booth and food from Dogz on Wheels 
and 17th Street BBQ.
Meghan Cole, executive director of 
Carbondale Main Street, said Main 
Street can focus more on the activities 
to make the night more enjoyable 
because Hangar 9 will play such a big 
role in the liquor sales.
“!ey kind of handled a lot of the 
alcohol sales and the beer tent, so that’s 
a big stress o# of us,” Cole said. “We 
can concentrate more on the games 
and activities and the fun side of it, so 
it has been a great partnership working 
with Hangar 9.”
Cole said there is a good chance 
the CarbondALE Microbrew and 
Music Fest can become an annual 
event, much like the Friday Night 
Fair or the Carbondale Rocks Music 
Revival Festival, if it can draw 
enough people and there is a high 
enough demand for another similar 
event.
“I’d love to see this continue,” Cole 
said. “It’s been a very fun and kind of 
young and hip event for us to plan.”
Tickets are $10 for students 
or alumni with proper I.D. 
Otherwise, entry will cost $15 and 
come with a complimentary 20 oz. 
beer, Stover said.
“It’s parents weekend,” Stover said. 
“So come on students. If your parents 
are here, have your parents pay for 
you. Bring them because it’s a fun 
thing to do.”
Austin Flynn can be reached at 
a!ynn@dailyegyptian.com 
or 536-3311 ext. 257.
Gwen Hunt, owner of PK’s, said 
she has seen a lot of changes in her 57 
years on the Strip. She said while the 
daytime customers are mainly regulars, 
students make up the majority of 
nighttime customers. She said that 
has probably been a#ected the most 
because enrollment has gone down.
“It’s just kind of the luck of the draw 
each year,” she said. “It really depends 
on how people feel about coming 
here to SIU. I think students are very 
valuable to the downtown area, and 
it’s unfortunate when we don’t have as 
many students here.”
Hunt said for enrollment to 
improve, she thinks the university 
needs to rethink its strategy so that 
everyone in Carbondale will bene"t.
“!e university needs to step 
back and think about how much it’s 
spending,” she said. “If their enrollment 
is down, they need to cut back on their 
spending.”
Spencer Brooks, who works at Old 
Town Liquors, said students make up a 
large portion of the store’s business. He 
said while his store is still doing "ne on 
weekends, he has noticed a di#erence 
during other times.
“It’s changed a little bit because 
of enrollment dropping,” he said. 
“Students do help us a lot.”
Alex Ryterski, who works at El 
Greco restaurant, said the business 
depends heavily on students. He said 
it’s normal for business at the restaurant 
to go up and down at various points 
of the year. However, he said he has 
noticed a change among the businesses 
in the area.
“I can see (a decline) happening at all 
the businesses,” he said. “!ese places 
were built because of students. !ey 
rely on students.”
Tricia Work, owner of !e Bike 
Surgeon, said students account for 40 
percent of her customers. Work said 
while her store has been busy during 
the "rst few weeks of school, the 
declining enrollment is unfortunate.
“It would be nice if that would 
change,” she said.
Riley Swinford can be reached at 
rswinford@dailyegyptian.com 
or 536-3311 ext. 268.
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“This is the right fee to fight 
for because it will benefit the 
students in the long run,” said 
Adrian Miller, president of the 
USG senate.
USG will vote on the proposal 
at its next senate meeting Oct. 
9 in the Student Health Center 
auditorium.
An addition to the proposal 
from Student Programs, four 
prospective RSO’s proposals 
were approved. The Illinois 
Art Education Association, 
3D Design Replication, 
University Honors Leadership 
Organization and Vietnamese 
Student Association are now 
RSOs.
The senate also approved 
four new senate members to be 
elected into the USG, who were 
sworn in by Brittany Greathouse, 
USG president.
The new senators are Joshua 
Walton, representing the 
College of Liberal Arts; Earnest 
Johnson, representing the 
College of Businesss; Sherika 
Facey, representing the College 
of Applied Science and Arts; and 
Desmon Walker, representing 
East Campus Housing.
Tai Cox can be reached at 
tcox@dailyegyptian.com 
or 536-3311 ext 268 
“If the university were able to do a 
minimal thing for us, it would probably 
be the construction of some sort of 
place outside that is covered,” he said.
One of the complex’s buildings has 
a bathroom without a sink. !e sink 
students use to wash their hands has 
a leak, which is a problem Monteith 
said has existed for as long as he can 
remember. He said the enamel has 
completely worn o# the sink.
Along with the bathroom’s ware, 
insulation has worn down and is 
beginning to crack in several rooms.
Mira Rychner, a studio technician 
at the Foundry, said Plant and Service 
Operations is usually good about 
"xing Foundry problems. Recently, the 
university "lled a badger hole located 
within one of the buildings, she said.
Rychner said students and technicians 
in the building also perform some of 
their own upkeep such as maintaining 
the building’s tools.
“We’re doing our best to turn it 
around and make it something students 
can feel comfortable in,” she said.
Phil Gatton, director of Plant and 
Service Operations, said the last project 
the school worked on at the Foundry 
concerned a dust collection system 
several years ago.
“We had some environmental 
concerns, and I think the Center for 
Environmental Health and Safety 
was out,” he said. “!ey made some 
recommendations, and we came in and 
cleaned up some of those (and) put in 
some new equipment.”
Although nothing is on the Plant 
and Service Operations’ priority list 
concerning the building, Gatton said 
any life or health issues that may come 
up take precedence.
Adam Mulder, a graduate student in 
art and design from Stillwater, Okla., 
said the building has both positives 
and negatives.
Mulder mentioned that the building’s 
location near Evergreen Terrace is nice.
“I like that it’s secluded,” he said. 
“You can work without being bothered 
too much.”
However, he said the building could 
use extensive reworking.
“I think they are almost to the point 
where they should just redo it,” he said.
Mulder said more space for 
projects such as woodworking would 
also be a plus.
“I just worry about safety issues 
because of how dilapidated parts of the 
building are,” he said.
Karsten Burgstahler can be reached at 
kburgstahler@dailyegyptian.com 
or 536-3311 ext. 254.
??I t ’s parents weekend, so come on students. If your parents are here, have your parents pay 
for you. Bring them because it ’s a fun thing to do. 
— Leah Stover
Carbondale Main Street lead event coordinator
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SIU students recently had the 
chance to meet with employers in 
some of the largest growing !elds 
in today’s job market.
"e Student Center’s second 
#oor was !lled Wednesday morning 
with company representatives and 
prospective student employees 
looking for jobs or internships in 
science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) !elds. 
Employment in professional, 
scienti!c, and technical services 
related to STEM !elds is projected 
to grow by about 29 percent, 
which would add about 2.1 million 
new jobs between 2010 and 2020, 
according to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics.
Employment in computer 
systems design and related 
services, which are also considered 
STEM !elds, is driven by a 
growing demand for sophisticated 
computer network and mobile 
technologies and expected to 
increase by 47 percent, according 
to the statistics. Additionally, the 
statistics anticipate a 58 percent 
expansion in management, 
scienti!c and technical consulting 
services employment.
“"is is a discipline- and 
academic-speci!c fair,” said 
Michelle Garrett, recruitment 
coordinator at SIU. “"ese are 
extremely hot !elds right now, 
and employers recruiting those 
students like to come to events 
that are speci!c to those particular 
academic programs.”
Garrett said STEM job fairs 
are a growing trend on college 
campuses. She said these job !elds 
are extremely competitive and a 
student’s grade point average is 
important.
She said students have to put 
in a lot of work that includes 
developing a resume early, 
preparing what they will say to an 
employer, and researching the fair’s 
organizations before attending to 
make sure they know which one 
they can join.
“It takes a lot of prep and 
homework to really work at a 
career fair in the best possible way,” 
Garrett said.
Students who attended the 
event, she said, have a chance of 
!nding employment because the 
companies pay money to come to 
the university. She said this means 
employers are looking speci!cally 
for SIU students, and SIU alumni 
work for most of the organizations.
Garrett said multiple employers 
return to the university every year 
to look for potential workers. 
However, she said the school 
does not rely on them and tries to 
branch out to new organizations.
She said students should 
worry about !nding summer 
internships and jobs before the 
end of the year.
“We see this all the time,” 
Garrett said. “Students who are 
going to be May graduates, they 
don’t start thinking about their job 
search (un)til March … and by 
that time they are really behind.”
Various companies came to 
represent themselves for the fair. 
Some were even former students.
Steven Brown, a Hansen 
Corporation employer and SIU 
alumnus, said his company was 
at the fair to look for quality 
engineering interns from the 
university. He said he went to a 
job fair like Wednesday’s when he 
attended school, and returning as 
an employer shows its impact.
Another company that made 
itself available to SIU graduates 
was State Farm Insurance.
Erica Lindamood, a State Farm 
systems analyst, said SIU is one of 
the company’s target recruitment 
schools. She said there are a lot of 
SIU alumni who recommended 
the company visit the school to 
look for future employees.
Despite the increasing STEM 
employment demand, students 
who visited the fair said they came 
for various reasons.
Brandon Tanner, a senior 
from Tunnel Hill studying civil 
engineering, said he came to the 
fair to check out job opportunities 
and obtain job experience.
Tanner said he has been 
preparing his resume for a while 
and thinks he has a good chance of 
getting hired. He said the fair really 
shows that SIU has an impact in 
the career world and companies are 
eager to hire SIU students.
Zachary Anslinger, a freshman 
from Evansville, Ind., studying 
engineering and another fair 
attendee, said he was looking for 
an internship at the fair.
Anslinger said he did not 
think he would have a chance as 
a freshman, but he wanted the 
experience so he could eventually 
get a job.
"e job fair attracted non-SIU 
students as well such as Eusene Fox, 
a senior from China Community 
College studying information 
technology. Fox said he prepared 
for the fair for weeks and had a list 
of companies he would try to get 
a job from. He said he thinks SIU 
o$ered many di$erent connections 
to jobs and was pleased with the 
amount of opportunities o$ered.
Matt Daray can be reached at 
mdaray@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 254.
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are extremely hot 
fields right now, and 
employers recruiting 
those students like to 
come to events that 
are specific to those 
particular academic 
programs. 
 
— Michelle Garrett
Recruitment coordinator 
at SIU
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Angel Escobar, left, a senior from Chicago studying animal science, and Rachel Wolters, a 
graduate student in history from Percy, observe photographs Monday during the opening of the 
“Expresiones” art gallery in the Student Center’s Art Alley as a part of the SIU Latino Heritage 
Month celebration. “The photos have a lot of deep meaning to me,” Escobar said. “It’s a cool exhibit 
to have to celebrate the month.” Alicia Chavira-Prado, coordinator for the Office of Diversity and 
Equity and an artist for the exhibit, said art helps her celebrate heritage through color. “Color is 
really important to heritage because it’s a true form of identity,” she said.
TIFFANY BLANCHETTE | DAILY EGYPTIAN
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HOBYO, Somalia — "e empty 
whiskey bottles and overturned, 
sand-!lled ski$s that litter this once-
bustling shoreline are signs that the 
heyday of Somali piracy may be 
over. Most of the prostitutes are 
gone, the luxury cars repossessed. 
Pirates talk more about catching 
lobsters than seizing cargo ships.
Armed guards aboard cargo ships 
and an international naval armada 
complete with aircraft that carry out 
onshore raids have put a huge dent in 
Somali piracy and might even spell 
the end of the scourge. One piracy 
expert said it’s too early to declare 
victory. But the numbers are startling: 
In 2010, pirates seized 47 vessels. "is 
year they’ve taken only !ve.
“"ere’s nothing to do here these 
days. "e hopes for a revitalized 
market are not high,” said a pirate 
in the former pirate haven of Hobyo 
who gave his name as Hassan Abdi, 
a high school graduate who taught 
English in private school before 
turning to piracy in 2009.
Faduma Ali, a prostitute in 
the inland town of Galkayo that 
became a pirate haven, longs for 
the days when her pirate customers 
had money. As she smoked a 
hookah in a hot, airless room last 
week, she sneered as she answered a 
phone call from a former customer 
seeking her services on credit.
“"ose days are over. Can you 
pay me $1,000?” she asked, the 
price she once commanded for a 
night’s work. “If not, goodbye and 
leave me alone.” She hung up and 
groaned out loud: “Money.”
"e caller, Abdirizaq Saleh, once 
had bodyguards and maids and 
the attention of beautiful women. 
When ransoms came in, a party was 
thrown, with blaring music, bottles 
of wine, the stimulant called khat 
and women for every man. Now 
Saleh is hiding from creditors in 
a dirty room !lled with the dust-
covered TVs and high-end clothes 
he acquired when #ush.
“Ships are being held longer, 
ransoms are getting smaller and 
attacks are less likely to succeed,” 
Salah said while sitting on a 
threadbare mattress covered by a 
mosquito net. A plastic rain jacket 
he used while out at sea dangled 
from the door.
Somali pirates hijacked 46 
ships in 2009 and 47 in 2010, the 
European Union Naval Force says. 
In 2011, pirates launched a record 
number of attacks — 176 — but 
commandeered only 25 ships, 
an indication that new on-board 
defenses were working. "is year, 
pirates have hijacked just !ve ships, 
the last on May 10 when the MV 
Smyrna and its crew of 26 were 
taken. "ey are still being held.
“We have witnessed a signi!cant 
drop in attacks in recent months. 
"e stats speak for themselves,” 
said Lt. Cmdr. Jacqueline Sherri$, 
a spokeswoman for the European 
Union Naval Force.
Sherri$ attributes the plunge in 
hijackings mostly to international 
military e$orts — European, 
American, Chinese, Indian, 
Russian — that have improved 
over time. In May, after receiving 
an expanded mandate, the EU 
Naval Force destroyed pirate 
weapons, equipment and fuel on 
land. Japanese aircraft #y over the 
shoreline to relay pirate activity 
to warships nearby. Merchant 
ships have also increased their 
communications with patrolling 
military forces after pirate 
sightings, Sherri$ said. Ships have 
bolstered their own defenses with 
armed guards, barbed wire, water 
cannons and safe rooms.
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!e whole concept and image 
of higher education in the United 
States has evolved and changed 
ever since the introduction of 
Harvard University in 1636. 
It has gone from being simply 
a place where the wealthy white 
men attend for educational 
and religious value to being an 
institution where it is nearly 
essential to have a degree in 
contemporary society. 
!e concept of liberal arts 
was introduced in the 1700s to 
universities around the country, 
although individual ideas of what 
liberal arts really is varied. 
In most recent years, many 
arguments have come to 
surface, questioning whether 
an individual institution or the 
state should supply funding for 
liberal arts departments. !e 
arguments imply that funding 
would be better suited going 
toward research. 
!e concept of research is 
questionable, though. What 
exactly makes a speci"c area of 
study researchable? 
Governing boards at 
universities would say that 
engineering and information 
technologies should receive 
more funding. 
But according to a June 2012 
article in the Washington Post, 
researchers for Duke University 
and Harvard University have 
found that only 37 percent of 
CEOs and heads of production 
at 502 technology companies 
hold an engineering or computer 
technology degree. 
!e same article also quotes 
Tom Freidman, a columnist for 
the New York Times, explaining 
the importance of Liberal Arts. 
“It’s not that I don’t think 
math and science are important.
!ey still are,” he said. “But more 
than ever our secret sauce comes 
from our ability to integrate art, 
science, music, and literature 
with the hard sciences. !at’s 
what produces an iPod revolution 
or a Google.”
Florida Gov. Rick Scott and 
fellow critics have recently 
challenged the necessity of liberal 
arts and claim that there are no 
bene"ts for society from a liberal 
arts degree. 
He has called for steering away 
his state’s funding from the liberal 
arts. It should also be noted that 
his daughter received a liberal 
arts degree in anthropology from 
the College of William and Mary. 
President !omas Je#erson 
graduated from the College of 
William and Mary 250 years ago 
with a liberal arts degree.
!is is the man that wrote the 
Declaration of Independence at 
the age of 33. !e words that he 
transpired, “life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness” still ring 
through the hearts of any true 
American patriot. 
If it were not for two of his 
professors that educated him 
on the ideals and revelations of 
the Enlightenment and the new 
thinking of the 18th century, 
Je#erson may have never 
developed that document. !is is 
what a liberal arts major can do.
Research should be broadly 
conceived. It takes many forms. 
Research can be carried 
out in engineering and science 
but also through anthropology 
and history.
!ere are nearly 200 
institutions of higher education 
that are classi"ed as a research 
institution, but most do not 
distinguish the speci"c kind of 
research that is done. 
If an institution wants to 
include research into its funding 
and curriculum, it must be open 
to the many di#erent research 
possibilities that are o#ered. 
A university should be one 
that accepts the many di#erent 
forms of research that work 
together to create and develop 
the new possibilities of the world 
through the integration of liberal 
arts and technological sciences.
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NATALIE WAGNER
graduate student in student 
a!airs from Chicago
Too tall, 
too short
Too fat, 
too thin
Always lose, 
never win
Too smart, 
too dumb
Too slow, 
too fast
Always feeling like
 the place of last.
There is nothing wrong, 
there is just a difference.
Blond or red hair
Blue eyes or green
All we want is to be positively seen.
Sometimes we want to be 
like everyone else.
But we are blessed.
A difference is a treasure, 
a gift that makes us stand out.
A difference is what makes you.
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!ursday
Music
Memory Lane (karaoke & DJ) @ Key  
West Bar & Grill
DJ Poin @ Cali’s
Tim Whiteford Trio @ Tres Hombres
Switchmen @ PK’s
Matt Poss Band @ Hangar 9
DJ Duggy @ Premiere Lounge
Egyptian Jazz Collation @ Newell House 
Grotto Lounge
Jamie Mills @ Old Baptist Foundation 
Recital Hall
 Other
“All the King’s Men” movie showing  @ 
Carnegie Library
“You’re Already Dead” @ 
Communications Building Marion 
Kleinau !eatre
Salsa Dancing & Lessons @ Blue Martin
Strategic Gaming @ Castle Perilous
“!e Amazing Spider-Man” movie 
showing @ SIU Student Center
Cosmic Bowling & Karaoke @ S.I. Bowl
Chef Bill’s Culinary Seminar @ Kite Hill 
Winery
Exploring Cool-Weather Greens (lecture) 
@ Neighborhood Co-op
 Friday
Music
DJ Poin @ Cali’s
Nikko Smith @ Copper Dragon
Memory Lane (karaoke & DJ) @ Key 
West Bar & Grill
Hakks @ PK’s
Barnacle Billy and the Zebra Mussels @ 
Tres Hombres
Arpetrio & Coop  @ Hangar 9
Studebaker John and the Hawks @ 
Walker’s Blu"
Breeden, Bradley & Maze @ Rustle Hill 
Winery
Latin American and Spanish voice concert 
@ Old Baptist Foundation Recital Hall
DJ Kent @ Two 13 East
 Other 
Little Egypt Ghost Society’s Carbondale 
Ghost Walk @ Old Train Depot
WordLife Poetry Jam w/ Brandon “Real 
Talk” Williams & Louis Conplichion & 
Core @ Premiere Lounge
“You’re Already Dead” @ 
Communications Building Marion 
Kleinau !eatre
Author readings & book signing @ 
Longbranch Café
Saluki Volleyball Vs. Creighton @ Davies 
Gymnasium
Strategic Gaming @ Castle Perilous
Open Mic & Salsa Dancing @ Gaia 
House
“!e Amazing Spider-Man” movie 
showing @ SIU Student Center
 Saturday 
Music
Soul Glo @ Tres Hombres
Orismo @ Key West Bar & Grill
Uncle Shifty @ PK’s
DJ Dash @ Premiere Lounge
DJ Poin @ Cali’s
Wedding Banned @ Pinch Penny Pub
DJ Kent @ Two 13 East
Dave Clark & Deanna Freeman @ Blue 
Sky Winery
Larry Dillard & Blues !erapy @ Walker’s 
Blu"
South of 70 @ Von Jakob Orchard
David Simmons the Rhythm Man @ Owl 
Creek Vineyard
Brad & Bri & Marty's Band @ Rustle 
Hill Winery
Bosco & Whiteford @ StarView 
Vineyards
Bob Pina @ Hideout
Casey James Hicks @ Newell House 
Grotto Lounge
Smoky Hollow String Band @ Mileur 
Orchard
 Other
Saluki Football vs. Indiana State @ Saluki 
Stadium
Little Egypt Ghost Society’s Carbondale 
Ghost Walk @ Old Train Depot
“You’re Already Dead” @ 
Communications Building Marion 
Kleinau !eatre
CarbondALE Microbrew & Music 
Festival @ Hangar 9
“Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into 
Opportunity for Women Worldwide” 
(#lm screening and discussion) @ Public 
Library
“!e Amazing Spider-Man” movie 
showing @ SIU Student Center
Strategic Gaming @ Castle Perilous
Divas by Design Drag Show @ Two 13 
East
Salsa Night @ Longbranch Café
Cosmic Bowling @ S.I. Bowl
Saluki Volleyball vs. Drake @ Davies 
Gymnasium
“Faces” @ Communications Building 
McLeod !eater
Exploring Cool-Weather Greens (lecture) 
@ Neighborhood Co-op
 Sunday
Music 
Old-school night w/ DJ Spin One @ 
Premiere Lounge
DJ Kent @ Two 13 East
Roxie Randle @ Honker Hill Winery
Mr. Swamp Fox @ Blue Sky Winery
We Got It Covered @ Walker’s Blu"
Dave Caputo Duo @ Von Jakob Orchard
Ray Martin @ SatrView Vineyards
Bill Harper & Adam Williams @ Rustle 
Hill Winery
 Other 
Strategic Gaming @ Castle Perilous
Southern Illinois Hunting & Fishing 
Days @ John A. Logan College
Drag Show @ Two 13 East
Haunted House @ Wake#eld Prison
?????????????????????????????????????
!ere is nothing original; there is 
no progress.
At SIUC’s Kleinau !eater this 
weekend, there is only anarchy.
“You’re Already Dead: A History 
of No Future” will take residency at 
the theater beginning !ursday. !e 
show examines the early American 
punk movement through a series of 
histories and autobiographies from 
the movement.
!e title is a response to a work 
known as “Just Kill Me,” a collection 
of oral histories director Nichole 
Nicholson drew from heavily while 
compiling the show.
Nicholson said she considered 
the punk rock idea that there is no 
future, and that we are always dead 
and always alive, in the designing of 
the title and the performance.
“!ere’s always the question of, 
‘Is punk rock dead?’ or ‘Is rock and 
roll dead?’” Nicholson said. “!is 
is a show about history. It’s not a 
contemporary show.”
!e show follows a band, named 
by the cast as “Abandon Your Babies 
Here,” as they prepare for its "rst 
gig. Most of the show consists of 
the band’s "ght about what the gig 
should look like.
“!ey’re really just "ghting about, 
‘OK, now we have a gig. What do 
we do now?’” Nicholson said. “!e 
very end of the show, you get to see 
the gig.”
She said “Dead” is twice the 
length of her previous shows, last 
year’s “Orphan Annie Eyes” and “Try 
!is At Home.”
!e show’s writers and director 
said she loved punk rock as she 
was growing up and would attend 
shows in Chicago. She said she 
started with pop punk, but she soon 
became interested in hard-core and 
historical punk from the late ’60s 
and early ’70s.
Nicholson said she was able to 
understand her studies through the 
punk rock lens with her perforance 
art classes and by studying avant-
garde and di#erent art movies.
“Punk rock didn’t exist in a 
vacuum,” she said. “!e movement 
developed out of a really long history 
of people who believed in resistance 
and revolution.”
!e show deals with themes of 
anarchy as it concerns the movement, 
Nicholson said, as well as the idea 
of autonomy in relationship to the 
government. !e performance also 
questions whether there should be a 
government at all, which is a major 
theme of the punk rock movement.
“Dealing with what it means to be 
an artist who makes political work is 
a huge part of this (show),” she said.
Andrea Baldwin, the !eater’s 
publicity director, said one of 
the show’s unique elements is the 
amount of performance art the 
show honors.
“It’s very in-your-face. It’s very 
intense, but it’s intense in a very fun 
and exciting way,” she said.
Baldwin said Nicholson does a 
good job of showing both genders’ 
contributions to the punk rock 
movement.
“We think of  punk as this 
masculine kind of thing,” she said. 
“Both sides speak really strongly 
and intensely about political issues, 
which is what punk really does.”
Samuel Sloan, doctoral student in 
speech communication from New 
Orleans, stars in the show as band 
member Mamadada. He said he 
hopes the audience comes away with 
a taste of the show’s surrealist themes 
and punk elements.
“Maybe it’s not something that 
you’re meant to get, but something 
that you’re meant to feel,” he said. 
“I think it’s more of an emotion, or 
more of a feeling that we’re pushing 
to come away with.”
Amanda Nelson, a graduate 
student in speech communication 
from Murphysboro, stars as band 
member Johnny Rotten, which is a 
reference to the Sex Pistols’ frontman. 
She said the character’s dedication is 
one of the most important parts of 
the show for her.
“If they didn’t have that dedication, 
none of this would make sense,” she 
said. “Each character has to go 200 
percent into what you normally do, 
because you have to push that level 
that you normally have.”
“You’re Already Dead” does 
include adult themes of nudity and 
language, so the show is intended 
for a mature audience. Performances 
are at 8 p.m. !ursday, Friday, and 
Saturday at the Kleinau !eater.
??????????????????????
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CHICAGO — First lady 
Michelle Obama will appear on Steve 
Harvey’s new daytime talk show.
!e show's producers say she will 
tape her appearance on !ursday. 
It’s scheduled for broadcast on Oct. 
3. “Steve Harvey” is taped before 
an audience at NBC’s studios in 
Obama’s hometown of Chicago.
!e 55-year-old veteran comic’s 
show debuted earlier this month.
Harvey said in a statement that he’s 
honored to have Mrs. Obama as a guest.
!e "rst lady’s appearance on 
Harvey’s program will be her latest 
on the daytime talk-show circuit as 
the presidential election enters its 
"nal weeks.
Earlier this week, Mrs. Obama 
joined her husband, President 
Barack Obama, for a pre-taped, joint 
interview on ABC’s “!e View.”
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Aries — Today is a 5 — 
Something that you try 
doesn’t work, but it moves 
your ideas forward in a way. 
Let them know what you need. 
Your optimism is contagious.
Taurus — Today is a 6 — Be 
very careful now. Where 
others see a problem, you 
see an exciting opportunity. 
Look farther into the future. 
Magnetism fills the space.
Gemini — Today is a 6 — 
Moderate your desire to press 
ahead at full speed, especially 
around sharp turns. Keep your 
dreams alive with an injection of 
passion. Prepare to sell your ideas.
Cancer — Today is a 6 — Your 
imagination can take you on 
an amazing adventure, and 
help you save money, too. Hold 
your temper, and avoid getting 
hurt. Don’t leave a mess.
Leo — Today is a 5 — No need 
to give unsolicited advice ... 
offer more hugs instead. Listen 
intently; allow yourself to be 
persuaded, and fall in love again. 
The impossible gets achieved.
Virgo — Today is an 8 — Stand 
for yourself and for the team. Employ 
very gentle persuasion and gain new 
partners. Consider all options, and 
then feel your way to the right answer. 
Then it’s time to boogie down.
Libra — Today is a 5 — Reaffirm 
a commitment. Keep your 
objective in mind and increase 
productivity. Watch for obstacles 
or delays if you have to travel right 
now. Proceed with caution.
Scorpio — Today is a 7 — Take 
care of family first. Then figure out 
what you want to accomplish, and 
start your work. Watch expenses as 
costs overruns occur easily. Don’t 
spoil a whiney loved one.
Sagittarius — Today is a 7 — You 
feel best at home for a few days. 
Ask the right questions and listen 
to diminish controversy. Stirring 
the pot isn’t good for romance. Be 
adaptable and agile.
Capricorn — Today is a 6 — 
Fantasies are abundant. Choose 
carefully now. Do what you promised, 
and avoid exaggerations. Create 
more work that requires the use of 
your imagination and record it.
Aquarius — Today is a 5 — 
An insight increases your chances 
for money, but it will require work. 
Meet new and interesting people. 
Romance is part of the mix all day. 
Don’t buy expensive gifts.
Pisces — Today is a 7 — 
Provide what the boss wants. There’s a 
beneficial development, finally. Decide 
who you’re growing up to be in the 
next day or two. Don’t hurt sensitive 
feelings. Stand up for what’s right.
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THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Jacqueline E. Mathews
FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 27, 2012
ACROSS
1 Ocean liner or
destroyer
5 __ paint; can
with a nozzle
10 Con game
14 Zero
15 Tranquillity
16 Stockings
17 Leave out
18 Churchill
Downs & Ascot
20 Wager
21 Jackass
22 Embarrass
23 Perfect
25 Triangular sail
26 Remained
28 Sprawling tree
31 Café customer
32 Tastelessly
ornate
34 Pigeon’s cry
36 In the center of
37 Boorish
38 __-fry; cook in
a wok
39 Zodiac lion
40 Saturates
41 Pretense
42 “Make it __!”;
impatient one’s
demand
44 Irritates
45 Foot digit
46 High-IQ group
47 Boise’s state
50 Fence opening
51 Little child
54 Slow down
57 Climbing plant
58 Make a salary
59 Twelve-inch
measuring stick
60 Peruvian Indian
61 Vicinity
62 Raises, as kids
63 Gets older
DOWN
1 Snooty person
2 Residence
3 Club joiner’s
ceremony
4 Household
animal
5 Quilt
6 Necklace bead
7 Off-the-__; not
custom-made
8 Pro; expert
9 So far
10 Run-down
11 __-Cola;
popular pop
12 __ for; requests
13 Fit snugly
together
19 Wet, as the
weather
21 __ at; deride
24 Recolored
25 Usually green
gemstone
26 Barking marine
mammal
27 Makes gentle
28 Early flowers
29 Setting in
motion
30 Clamor
32 “The Old __
Mare”
33 Diving seabird
35 Mine car loads
37 Battle problems
successfully
38 Takes to court
40 Thread holder
41 Autry or Wilder
43 Greek goddess
of wisdom
44 Sellers & Falk
46 Alma __; one’s
old school
47 New concept
48 Precious
49 Farmland unit
50 Celebration
52 In the past
53 Soothing drinks
55 Go wrong
56 Regret having
done
57 By way of
Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved
(c) 2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.
(Answers tomorrow)
UNCLE GRAPH AFRAID POCKETYesterday’s Jumbles:Answer: The special on the wrapping paper, bows, tape
and scissors was this — A PACKAGE DEAL
Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
KMISP
NELDB
EORNUN
CLAYUN
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SOLUTION TO WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE
Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk
© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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MEDINAH — Brandt 
Snedeker is earnestly polite, and 
he could pass for Opie Taylor’s 
big brother with his reddish-
blonde hair and sunny smile.
Do not be fooled.
Put Snedeker on a golf 
course, and he’s got an edge the 
X-Games set would respect. He 
dishes it right back when Phil 
Mickelson and Tiger Woods give 
him grief — “I want to make 
sure they don’t get a hall pass” — 
and he’s as competitive as they 
come. After three top-10 finishes 
in the last six weeks, including 
his monster win at the Tour 
Championship last weekend, he 
sees no reason why he can’t make 
a run at No. 1 in the world.
“People might think that’s 
crazy talk, but I don’t,” Snedeker 
said Wednesday. “After the way I 
played the last six weeks, I think 
I proved that I can do that.”
First, however, there is a Ryder 
Cup to win.
U.S. captain Davis Love III 
raised a few eyebrows when he 
made Snedeker, a Ryder Cup 
rookie at 31, his final captain’s 
pick. Not that he wasn’t worthy. 
Snedeker is one of the purest 
putters around, and Ryder Cups 
often turn on which team is more 
dependable on the green.
But Snedeker had missed a big 
chunk of the summer because 
of a rib injury, returning at the 
British Open. Hunter Mahan 
had won twice on the PGA 
Tour, including the Match Play 
Championship when he beat 
Rory McIlroy. He also had Ryder 
Cup experience, making one of 
the key putts when the United 
States last won the Ryder Cup in 
2008 at Valhalla.
“I look forward to getting to 
Medinah and trying to make Davis 
look like a genius,” Snedeker said 
after he was selected.
He didn’t need that long.
Snedeker was the runner-up at 
The Barclays, then shot 65-67 on 
the weekend to finish sixth at the 
Deutsche Bank Championship. 
After tying for 37th at the BMW 
Championship, he knew his only 
shot at the FedEx Cup title — and 
it’s $10 million payday — was 
to win the Tour Championship. 
No small task, considering Rory 
McIlroy and Woods were eying 
the same prize.
But Snedeker was the only 
player in the last !ve groups who 
broke par Sunday. With three 
birdies on the back nine, he’d 
built such a big lead it didn’t even 
matter that he put his tee shot on 
18 into the stands. He still !nished 
with a 2-under 68, beating Justin 
Rose by three strokes.
“If you told me at the beginning 
of the year that I was going to be 
FedEx Cup champion, I probably 
would have told you I did not see 
that coming. I don’t see how I 
can be there,” Snedeker said. “As 
the year went on, I realized I was 
playing a lot better and better, 
practicing more concisely and 
doing the right stuff a lot more 
often than I had in the past. And 
the results started coming more 
and more.
“And then it’s amazing, when 
you believe in yourself 100 
percent, what can happen. The 
last six weeks, I give myself 
all the credit in the world for 
believing 100 percent in what 
I’m doing and not backing down 
to anybody, trying to play the 
best golf in the world.”
He has been asked repeatedly 
this week what he’s going to do 
with all the money he just won 
— add in the $1.44 million 
he got for winning The Tour 
Championship, and it was the 
richest payoff in golf — and 
Snedeker just smiles. Those good 
manners and boy-next-door 
personality friendliness are no 
act. He drives the same SUV he 
bought when he first joined the 
PGA Tour back in 2006, and 
he still lives in Nashville, Tenn., 
where Snedeker grew up and 
went to college.
He and his wife are expecting 
their second child next month.
“It is not going to affect me 
one way or the other,” he said. 
“I know it sounds crazy, but it’s 
really not.”
That is abundantly clear when 
he talks about playing in his first 
Ryder Cup. He may have played 
all around the world and held his 
own against Woods and McIlroy, 
but Snedeker still sounds like 
that kid who used to wake up 
early and park himself in front 
of the TV for the entire day to 
watch Love and Fred Couples, 
Seve Ballesteros and Jose Maria 
Olazabal.
“Just going crazy,” Snedeker 
said with a grin. “So it’s kind of 
crazy to think that I’m on that 
TV this time. I’m out there with 
the other kids watching me do 
what I’m supposed to be doing.
“It’s going to be a lot of pressure 
on myself, because I want to 
perform,” he added. “I want to 
show everybody that I am playing 
some great golf right now.”
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LAKE FOREST — "e Chicago 
Bears entered the season wanting 
to have a potent o#ense that would 
leave opponents struggling as they 
piled up the yards and the points.
"is is not what they had in mind.
"e Bears (2-1) will try to get their 
o#ense going again and shake o# two 
bad performances when they visit the 
Dallas Cowboys on Monday night.
Chicago’s o#ense ranks 27th overall 
and 28th in passing. All of this comes 
after a busy o#season and a promising 
opener against Indianapolis.
“Every time our o#ense goes out, 
some kind of way we expect to score 
50 points, rush for 300 yards and pass 
for 500,” coach Lovie Smith said this 
week. “"at’s not going to happen.”
Even so, they need to perform better 
on o#ense than they have of late.
"e Bears expected big things 
from their o#ense after acquiring 
Pro Bowl receiver Brandon Marshall 
from Miami in a trade that reunited 
quarterback Jay Cutler with his 
favorite target in Denver.
"ey also landed running back 
Michael Bush to team with Matt Forte 
in the back!eld and backup quarterback 
Jason Campbell, giving them the depth 
to withstand the sort of injuries that 
wrecked them a year ago.
But clearly, this is a work in progress.
A familiar pattern appears to be 
unfolding after the o#ense struggled 
in the early going the past two years.
"e Bears rebounded in 2010 to 
go on a run to the NFC title game, 
and they appeared to be in good 
shape before Cutler broke his right 
thumb late in a win over San Diego 
that put them at 7-3.
From there, they stumbled to an 8-8 
!nish that cost general manager Jerry 
Angelo his job, with Forte missing the 
!nal four games because of a sprained 
ligament in his right knee.
"ey also parted ways with o#ensive 
coordinator Mike Martz and promoted 
line coach Mike Tice to take his place.
One area they didn’t really address 
was the shaky o#ensive line, but 
things looked good for the Bears in 
the opener against Indianapolis.
Since then?
"ey stumbled badly in a 23-10 
loss at Green Bay in which Cutler 
got sacked seven times, threw four 
interceptions and bumped left tackle 
J’Marcus Webb on the sideline.
"at incident along with some 
pointed comments he made after 
the game seemed to undo the good 
will he earned last season, when he 
performed well despite taking a 
beating in Martz’s system.
"ings weren’t much better last 
week, with the defense leading the 
way in a 23-6 win over the Rams.
Cutler was o# target, completing 17 of 
31 passes for 183 yards, and the o#ense 
in general just seemed out of sync.
Marshall had trouble hanging 
onto the ball at times and wound up 
with !ve receptions for 71 yards after 
catching just two passes the previous 
week. Bush ran for 55 yards and a 
touchdown with Forte sidelined by 
a sprained right ankle, and the Bears 
just never really found their rhythm.
“We’ve just had a couple of slow 
starts,” tight end Kellen Daivs said. 
“It’s kind of been our M.O. this 
season, something we’re trying to 
get away from. Get back to being 
explosive early on in the game, and 
we’re going to look to do that on 
Monday night.”
Getting Forte back would help.
He practiced Wednesday for the 
!rst time since the Green Bay game 
and expects to be ready to play 
against Dallas, even though Smith 
tempered that a little bit.
Even so, Forte practicing was a 
good sign for the Bears, and the Pro 
Bowl running back’s return this week 
would be a huge boost for the o#ense.
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???????????????? ??A nd then it’s amazing, when you believe in yourself 
100 percent, what can 
happen. The last six 
weeks, I give myself 
all the credit in the 
world for believing 100 
percent in what I’m 
doing and not backing 
down to anybody, trying 
to play the best golf in 
the world. 
 
— Brandt Snedeker
Professional golfer
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Bridget Shackleton, left, of DeSoto, and Alex Taylor, of Makanda, both freshmen golfers 
at Carbondale Community High School, putt Sept. 18 during practice at Hickory Ridge 
Golf Course. Women golfers tend to start at an early age and this year, the average age 
of winners on the Ladies Professional Golf Association Tour is 24, according to an article 
by the Associated Press. The last young woman to win on the tour was 15 years old, the 
same age as Shackleton and Taylor. 
TIFFANY BLANCHETTE | DAILY EGYPTIAN
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With younger athletes winning 
tournaments, starting young seems to be 
bene!cial for golfers.
"ere is a 19-year di#erence between 
the oldest and youngest winners of this 
year’s Ladies Professional Golf Association 
championships. Lydia Ko made history in 
August when she won the Canadian Women’s 
Open at 15, which made Angela Stanford, 
who won the HSBC Women’s Champions 
event in Singapore at 34, seem ancient.
Ko took the title of youngest winner in 
association history from Lexi "ompson, 
who won a tournament in 2011 at 16 
years old.
All three golfers started before they were 
10 years old.
SIU Junior Cassie Rushing said she started 
to compete in tournaments when she was 7. 
She said she is able to play at the collegiate 
level because of her experience.
“You learn something from every 
tournament,” she said.
SIU women’s golf coach Alexis Mehelich 
said all but one Saluki golfer started to play 
before the age of 10.
“To be able to play at this level now, these 
kids need more than four years of (high 
school) experience,” she said. “"ey needed 
to have started at a younger age to get their 
game more well-rounded.”
Mehelich, who is in her second season 
with SIU, said parents would call to ask for 
lessons for their 3- and 4-year-olds when she 
was a teaching professional in Green Garden, 
but she only taught 5 and up because any 
earlier was a waste of the parents’ money.
“It would really be keeping them from 
killing themselves with the club … It was 
more of safety mode,” she said. “We would 
try and get them out on the course because 
they didn’t quite understand the concept of 
the driving range.”
She said the trend of parents who start 
their children in golf young started when 
Tiger Woods came to the scene. Woods 
won his !rst Masters at 21, which is the 
youngest to date.
“Now, if you don’t get started by 6 or 8, you 
are already behind the eight ball,” she said.
Maggie Bryant, a junior at Carbondale 
Community High School, said she started to 
golf when she was 7, and she picked it up again 
in high school after not playing competitively.
She said she lost interest in the sport after 
a while, but she became very devoted when 
she started playing again.
Lindsey Phillips, Carbondale Community 
High School girls’ golf coach, said a majority 
of her players picked up the sport during 
high school unlike  SIU’s team.
Phillips said she didn’t begin serious play 
until the summer before she began high 
school, and she thinks that was a late start.
“I had to work really hard to make sure I 
was playing as well as the girls who had been 
playing longer,” said Phillips, who played 
for three years at SIU.
She said she has seen a correlation between 
those who have done well and those who 
started young.
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